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The majority of art students experience a range of emotional and sensory responses to the collections. They
find that objects have the power to trigger a chain of associations and feelings. Sketchbooks can function as

a repository in which these fleeting feelings are caught and reflected upon. This section shows some of the
ways in which sketchbooks can be used as a creative diary, not only recording object data but also thoughts
and ideas generated from discussion with friends.
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Page 12: Two masks from the museum’s teaching collection.

Page 13: Indian textile made from a recycled sari (2002.40.3).

Page 15: Clockwise from top left: black capped kingfisher (copyright Oxford University Museum of Natural History), Asian fairy
bird (copyright Oxford University Museum of Natural History), woman dancing by ginn.anya, photo available from www flickr.
com under a creative commons attribution and share-alike licence, black gold white brown by dryfish, photo available from www.
flickr.com under a creative commons attribution licence, Hoopoe (copyright Oxford University Museum of Natural History),
male peacock with feathers full strut by respres, photo available from www flickr.com under a creative commons attribution
licence, rainbow lory (copyright Oxford University Museum of Natural History), pearled puple eyeshadow with feather lashes by
dreamglow, photo available from www flickr.com under a creative commons attribution licence.

Page 2I: Mask. Papua New Guinea (1906.74.1). Andaman islands and Australia (1884.33.52, 1884.60.20-21, 1898.75.60-61).
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